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2019-2020 GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

PROTECTING GEORGIA'S
PEOPLE AND PLANET

About the Scorecard

Cumberland Island, Georgia

Our planet matters,  and so do the people of

Georgia .  Our scorecard helps you understand

which state legislators have been taking steps to

protect the environment and which have not .

The need to conserve and protect Georgia's environment cannot be

understated. We have five distinct geographic regions, or "physiographic

provinces" that host six ecoregions. Each ecoregion features extraordinary land

and waterscapes that are home to unique plants and animals. The people,

plants, and wildlife of our great state depend on fourteen significant

watersheds. With over one hundred miles of coastline, and the two-thousand-

mile long Appalachian Trail beginning in Georgia's mountain, there is plenty

for which we should be thankful. Unfortunately, there's also plenty at risk.

Over the last four years, Georgia and the rest of the country's environment has

been under threat due to rollbacks of federal protections and oversight by the

U.S. EPA. The current administration has reversed water safety standards,

stripped land protections, and opened public lands to private industry

extraction. All of these actions place the health and safety of every Georgian

and American at risk. In moments like these, we need state and local leaders to

ensure that our lands, air, and water are all protected.

We know that Georgians care about protecting our state's unique places and

conserving natural resources for generations to come. That's why Environment

Georgia and the Georgia Conservation Voters team up to publish our biennial

scorecard. The scorecard keeps Georgians informed about which legislators are

committed to protecting the health of Georgians and Georgia’s beautiful

greenspaces and which legislators are not.
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A CHANGING CLIMATE
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

About the Scorecard
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Fort Mountain, Georgia

The 2020 Environmental Scorecard evaluates how legislators voted on critical

environmental issues throughout the two-year legislative session. These votes

include everything from protecting Georgians from toxic waste to advancing

clean energy. We hope that by helping clarify the actions legislators are taking

to protect Georgia's environment and people, Georgia's citizens can better hold

them accountable for passing policies that will ensure a safer and healthier

environment. However, the scores alone are not enough for accountability.

Many legislators want to do the right thing on the environment but do not

understand the issues as they emerge. Others flatly refuse to act on the subject,

saying that they have not heard from enough constituents.

We need your help keeping legislators responsible by calling, emailing, or

otherwise contacting them to discuss their score and their commitment to

environmental protection. You can help reach others by sharing this scorecard

with your family, friends, and neighbors. Communicating with lawmakers and

letting them know that you're watching their votes on this issue is one of the

most effective ways to bring about change. Together, we can create a future for

our children and all Georgians that is safer, healthier, and more sustainable. 

We know that in the throes of the legislative session it can be difficult to keep

track of legislation that impacts the environment. This is made even more

difficult as bill language gets changed, multiple bill versions are circulated, and

language is inserted into entirely different bills. We encourage you to reach out

to our organizations for help understanding emerging issues and bill changes.

Towards this end, we have created a new Twitter account to help communicate

these changes as quickly as possible during session. Follow us @gaenviro

A Note to Legislators



HONORABLE MENTIONS
Giving Credit

Cloudland Canyon, Georgia

Every year, there are legislators that go above and beyond for Georgia’s air,

water and greenspaces, often behind the scenes and with very little fanfare.

One example is coal ash. SB 297 and HB 756 were inspired by residents living

close to Plant Scherer, who discovered coal ash toxins in their well water. The

bills were sponsored by Sen. Jen Jordan and Minority Leader Bob Trammel and

were the most comprehensive pieces of coal ash legislation introduced. Rep.

Mary Frances Williams, Rep. Rick Williams and Rep. Jeff Jones also deserve

praise for introducing coal ash legislation, although their bills did not pass.

Additionally, we want to highlight Sen. William Ligon for his tireless work to

successfully pass coal ash legislation (SB 123) and protect the Satilla River.

We also remember House Rules Committee Chairman Jay Powell, who sadly

passed away halfway through the legislative session but laid the groundwork for

legislation to lock-in funding for toxic clean-ups. His work, and that of Rep.

Andy Welch who continued the fight, ensured the passage of the resolution.

Other successful measures include the work of Sen. Freddie Powell Sims and

Sen. Zahra Karinshak, who helped to stop an effort from the Farm Bureau to

weaken the Georgia Right to Farm Law with HB 545. In the House Rep. Beth

Moore and Rep. Karla Drenner fought SB 43, a bill to make runaway nuclear

plant construction financing easier for Dalton Utilities.

Rep. Carl Gilliard, Rep Ronnie Stephens and Rep. Don Hogan deserve praise

too for their work to pass HR 48, which protects Georgia’s coast from offshore

drilling.
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HONORABLE MENTIONS
Where Credit is Due
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Tybee Island, Georgia

Rep. Erick Allen, Rep. Alan Powell and Rep. Trey Rhodes all served their

constituents well when they listened to their environmental problems, from the

release of carcinogens into the air and water to foul smelling sludge onto the

lands, and passed laws that will help protect all Georgians.

Finally we recognize the work of several legislators introduced important

environmental legislation that ultimately did not get out of committee. Sen.

Donzella James introduced a bill limiting single use plastic bags, Rep. Scot

Turner introduced legislation that would encourage repair and get electronics

out of Georgia’s landfills, Rep. Todd Jones championed legislation to encourage

the sale of Electric Vehicles in Georgia and Sen. Nikema Williams introduced

legislation to protect children from lead poisoning in schools.

We are grateful for the hard work of these legislators and others who took on

the challenge of protecting us and the environment.



THE BILLS WE SCORED
Environmental Legislation

Settles Bridge Park, Georgia

House Bills
HB 105 was amended to help public transportation systems. After years of

providing no funding on transit, the legislature amended HB 105 and

established a fee on all ride share trips that will be appropriated to help fund

and run mass transit. HB 105 passed the 150 to 7 and the Senate 41 to 3. It was

signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

HB 316 focused on new voting machines for upcoming elections. This replaces

the previously used voting machines, ignoring voting concerns from

cybersecurity experts and voters. HB 316 passed the House 101 to 69 and the

Senate 35 to 21. It was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: NO.

HB 445 weakens the Shore Protection Act and allows development closer to the

ocean, encouraging erosion and threatening flooding as sea levels rise. HB 445

passed the House 93 to 75 and the Senate 35 to 21. It was signed by Gov. Kemp.

Environmental Vote: NO.

HB 545, also known as the Right to Farm (Harm) legislation, would empower

large industrial agriculture and CAFO’s by giving them leeway to ignore home

and landowners nearby. HB 545 passed the House 107 to 58 and the Senate 28

to 21; it failed to get final sign-off in the House after amendments were made in

the Senate so did not become law. Environmental vote: NO.

HB 857 was inspired by communities that were struggling with the toxic air

and water pollution created by burning creosote (a known carcinogen) soaked

railroad ties. The legislation outlaws the practice in almost all facilities in

Georgia. HB 857 passed the House 163 to 0 and the Senate 48 to 0. It was signed

by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.
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THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION
2019-2020
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Amicalola Falls, Georgia

HB 1045 changes the law to allow counties to spend tax dollars on flood

prevention in a nod to the challenges posed by climate change and increased

coastal flooding.  HB 1045 passed the House 168 to 1 but failed to be brought to

a vote in the Senate. Environmental Vote: YES.

HB 1057 was inspired by local communities grappling with the practice of

dumping of chicken plant sludge, rotten eggs, and septage in the guise of

fertilizer or “soil amendments.” The bill will allow local governments to

regulate this dumping and outlaws the worst practices. HB 1057 passed the

House and Senate and was signed by the governor. Environmental Vote: YES.

House Resolutions
HR 48 declares the Georgia House of Representatives is in opposition to

offshore drilling, exploration and offshore seismic airgun blasting. The

resolution passed the House 125 to 36. Because it is a resolution it did not need

to pass the Senate or be signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

HR 164 requires the majority of fees collected to clean-up toxic waste sites,

illegal tire dumps and more to go towards actual clean-up. Sadly, the legislature

has historically spent much of the clean-up money on other parts of the state

budget. The result is thousands of tires littering our rivers and green spaces and

a long toxic clean-up waiting list. HR 164  passed the House 169 to 1 and the

Senate 53 to 3. It will appear on the November 2020 ballot as Amendment 1 for

approval. Environmental Vote: YES.



THE BILLS WE SCORED
Environmental Legislation

Trenton, Georgia

Senate Bills

SB 43 would allow Dalton Utilities to avoid a bond election to go into debt to

finance the skyrocketing cost of new nuclear reactor construction at Plant

Vogtle. SB 43 passed the House 91 to 75 and the Senate 42 to 12. It was signed

by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: NO.

SB 95 makes it easier for municipal utilities to finance solar and wind projects.

SB 95 passed the House 165 to 0 and the Senate 51 to 0. It was signed by Gov.

Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

SB 123 increases the fee waste haulers must pay communities when dumping

coal ash into landfills. Georgia landfills have become a dumping ground for out

of state coal ash in part, because the fee for coal ash dumping was less than ½ of

the fee for normal household garbage. SB 123 passed the House 142 to 15 and

the Senate 39 to 9. It was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.

SB 384 protects the Satilla river from toxic industries such as landfills. SB 384

passed the Senate 40 to 11 but failed to pass the House. Environmental Vote:

YES.

SB 426 was inspired by communities that discovered cancer clusters around

plants emitting high levels of ethylene oxide. SB 426 requires manufacturers

using ethylene oxide to report any spill or release of any amount within 24

hours of discovery. SB 426 passed the House 150 to 1 and the Senate 55 to 1. It

was signed by Gov. Kemp. Environmental Vote: YES.
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HOW LEGISLATORS VOTED
Understanding Scores

We believe that showing up is an

important part of serving the people of

Georgia and our environment. We do

understand that Georgia’s legislators

are considered part-time. Because of

this, it is common for legislators to miss

votes due to work or personal conflicts.

The Georgia General Assembly website

hosts the official record of votes on

each bill, for every single floor vote.

There, absences are indicated as

excused or not. If your legislator was

absent during a significant vote or for

an extended period of time, please

reach out to them directly for more

information.

31
Legislators with

perfect scores (100%)

134
Legislators with failing

scores (<70%) 

On the next several pages are charts showing how individual legislators voted

on the bills we scored. Legislators had a maximum possible score of 13. Based

on their votes, each legislator received percentage score based on the number of

bills they were eligible to vote for and how they voted on the legislation.
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Stone Mountain, Georgia

20%
Lowest Score by a

legislator

PRO TIP: Georgia has 56

State Senators and 180

State Representatives

Scorecard
KEy

Pro-environment action

Anti-environment action

Did not vote (counts as negative)

Blank spaces = Ineligible to vote



Senate Scores
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Senate Scores
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HOUSE Scores
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HOUSE Scores
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HOUSE Scores
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HOUSE Scores
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HOUSE Scores
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